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Usually in Connections we focus on security Your Gu’ del l n e

directly. In this issue however, we are looking Closed circuit television (CCTV) surveillance is an increasing part of our daily lives; we
at a subject that impacts on the wider may be caught on camera while walking down the high street or visiting a shop or
bank. The Data Protection Act 1998 and more specifically, The Code of Practice for
CCTV have been introduced to ensure operators of CCTV systems understand their
legal obligations while reassuring the public about the safeguards in place.

business community too - data protection.

The introduction of the Data Protection Act
1998 has brought with it a whole host of Legal implications?

issues of which to be aware in order to avoid The legal obligations impact on any CCTV system that records and holds information or provides data by
any unnecessary legal wranglings. transmission and dissemination ie. a system with a camera or cameras viewed live time on a monitor.

Any CCTV system must now be registered by the data controller with the Data Protection Commissioner at
a cost of £75 for 3 years' registration.

For the purposes of this newsletter, we are
focussing on the implications it has on CCTV
but we could go on and on and on! For those
not already aware data protection is big and
something for businesses to become familiar
with and fast.

What does the Act say?

The Act states that data is processed fairly by
providing individuals with:

The Identity of the Data Controller

The Identity of the representative of the Data
Controller.

The purpose for which the Data is being
processed.
Still under the data protection umbrella, find

out about a scam currently circulating UK
businesses and we will also be taking a look What does this mean?

at how to stop that steady stream of junk In real terms this has been interpreted as the implementation of signage, which states that:
faxes - yes, it really can be done and we've CCTVisin use

saved a fortune in fax paper qlreqdy! the purpose of the CCTV system eg. Crime prevention

provides a phone number of the operator of the system on which they can be contacted through
normal office hours.

Any information necessary, which is required to
enable processing to be fair.

We hope this newsletter is useful and o .

. Guidelines state that such signage should be A3
remember, your feedback is always welcome. in size externally and internally A4 size should be
used. Signs should be displayed, not only where
the cameras are positioned but also where the

Kind regards. cameras can view which, of course, can be some

'fh@ C/e\/be\/lﬁ /[éam distance from where they are mounted.

Having stated the purpose of the system e.g.
‘Crime Prevention' and 'Protection of Property’,
images cannot be then used for other purposes
such as monitoring of staff for example. Overall
thought therefore should be given to the
description of the purpose of the system.

Introduction featured above Points for Consideration

Data Protection Code of Practice The Data Protection Commissioner requires that
s the dat troller of a CCTV system devi
for CCTV - Your Guideline featured opposite ¢ data Controer o1 & SySiem Cevises

and provides a code of practice for operators.
Data Scam - Don't be Fooled overieat . _ _
The system should be assessed, annually, against its stated purpose. For example, if the purpose stated is

Unsolicited /\/larketing - for crime prevention and protection of property, then the data controller needs to assess if this purpose is
The Hidden Costs overleaf being met. If crime and vandalism persists, then the system must be altered or removed.

Facts & Figures overleaf For further advice, please contact Cerberus' Michelle Foreman on 0870 770 6811.



